Berry Brazelton5 agree on fe eding schedules where the baby receives enough milk-breast or bottle-to last approximately four hours with maternal and fa mily convenience as scheduling factors. In contrast Southeast Asian mothers feed their babies-whether breast or bottle at the fi rst whimper. Small fo ur ounce bottles are used for many months. For example, mothers often bring two bottles for the baby for the two hour ESL tr aining period or come down to nurse the baby during the break. Spock discusses fat babies under bottle fe eding, but breastfed Southeast Asian babies are just as chubby as their bottle-fed counterparts. Food is always available to them to accept or rej ect.
Sleep patterns illustrate similar differences. Brazelton6 and Spock both suggest easing children into sleeping patterns around the family schedule with the security and quiet of bed. Southeast Asian babies, however, remain with the group, collapse when tired, and revive again to be part of the group. One mother of seven became quite upset when she fo und her sleeping infa nt in the crib room. When she brought him back to class, she said in very broken English that her child should always be with the group-he would be fri ghtened on waking alone. Infant crying is another behavior which appears to have cultural determinants. Erikson quotes older Sioux Indian women as saying babies learn to cry "like a white baby" and, "they teach their children to cry" when middle-class American customs are fo llowed. Indeed, infant crying receives a good deal of attention from both Spock and Brazelton who agree it is a normal need of infancy, but may be handled and minimized by scheduling and maturity. Today much concern is directed to teaching American mothers to recognize their Current American research 7 and popular child care books8 about infant attachment reflect a cultural concern for establishing the basis for infant trust.
Although Southeast Asian babies are trusting and secure with any member of their family (which is usually extended and has numerous members), they express great fear of white Americans, beginning earlier than the six to eight months fo und in the attachment literature.
While individual differences are great, infants seem to recognize differences earlier and take time to accept white Americans-it can take children weeks to feel secure enough to remain without crying.
Even then, the appearance of new Americans produces the fear reaction again. In a room with several American caretakers one frightened little boy first allowed the two blond Americans to care for him-it appeared the polarity of the difference made them recogniz able. After they are secure, infants grasp at American noses and hair as if exploring the differences. The fear expressed by these very young children is so great it raises questions as to a biological origin in the distrust of another race, perhaps as a protective, survival mechanism.
Toddler
Erikson believes this is the age at which children become aware they have a choice and enj oy exercising it. He states fi rmness must protect the child from an untrained sense of discrimination at the same time the child exercises new abilities. American childrearing pushes the child to greater maturity at this age: independence fr om the mother, verbal restraints, attempts to reason with the child (who is now talking), and toilet training. Southeast Asian children are still babies at this age; much time is spent holding and playing with them (continuing early infancy practices), demands on the children are few, and there is little or no attempt at toilet training. Young children enjoy the older children and adults as they imitate and participate with them. Older children are caring and helpful to the younger. In American society much concern is expressed in research and popular media for developmental problems. Attachment, fathering, concern about effects of maternal employment on children, discipline, toilet training, sibling rivalry, and the "terrible two's" are American What is the fu nction of American infant toys-substitute care giver, cognitive development, a combination of the two, an introduction into the culture? Personal reaction to the realization that toys or "things" could be substituting for people was disgust at the materialism and guilt at introducing this aspect to children. On closer consideration is this perhaps a good way to introduce Southeast Asian children to another culture, especially one into which they will have to fi nd a place, as long as the children are content, happy, and secure? Could this short exposure to different childrearing add another dimension to the lives of the children?
What is the role of fear in a child's life? Fear is a primary emotion but ethical considerations make it almost impossible to research.
Attachment behaviors have been researched in relation to fe ar1 0 but the primary consideration has been the mother-child relation and the child's security. Obser�ing Southeast Asian children's reaction in strange situations makes one quite aware that fear is an extremely powerful emotion which needs to be overcome before children can move on to other tasks. The children in the Ames center not only manife st an extreme fear reaction before six to eight months but older children, two-years to fo ur-years of age, also show extreme reactions.
That fe ar is a primary motivation necessary for survival is recog nized in physical dangers; an infant fe ars being dropped or falling.
Experience with young infants of another race and culture raises the question of whether the same survival instinct is present in stranger anxiety, especially in the intensity with which it sometimes presents itself in Southeast Asian children. Indvidual differences in reaction to white Americans raise the question of causes of fe ar. An answer without careful research is unlikely. If the roots of fear are self preservation, prej udices could be understood in another way.
What exactly is "spoiling" a baby? Are Americans in reality extremely authoritarian in dealing with their children? American concerns with discipline and "spoiling" young children are in direct contrast to the easy going approach of Southeast Asians. Discipline for Southeast Asians appears to rise out of the child's desire to please and to be one of the group. Rather than exert authority and demand conformity, the expectation is that the child will obey. Mothers state they ask of their children what they expect at the particular age and watch closely to be sure children are able to fulfill the expectations.
The success of the method suggests American childrearing practices demand too much maturity from very young and preschool children and too little fa mily responsibility from school-age children.
Are childrearing methods intended to fill specific cultural needs of children applied without analyzing cultural differences? A concern for children's socialization is reflected in contemporary child develop 
